
Borough of Tenafly  February 2009  Volume 50   Issue 1 

Will Passenger Rail Service Return to Tenafly? 
     The Mayor and Council and the Tenafly Transportation Committee have been reviewing the plans of NJ Transit for the restora-
tion of rail passenger service on the Northern Branch Corridor between North Bergen and Englewood or Tenafly.  A Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS) has been prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and is    
expected to be released for public comment in mid-2009 according to NJ Transit offi-
cials.  This issue of the Borough Newsletter contains information prepared by NJ 
Transit about the project and potential impacts for our community.  This project will 
have a significant impact on Tenafly.   The Borough has retained the services of H2M 
Group of Parsippany and Urbana Consulting of Maplewood to assist the Borough in 
evaluating the issues associated with the restoration of rail service to Tenafly.   
     The Northern Branch Corridor Project seeks to restore passenger rail service on 
the existing Northern Branch rail corridor, which now serves only freight trains.   
Proposed service would run through North Bergen in Hudson County, and Fairview, 
Ridgefield, Palisades Park, Leonia, Englewood and Tenafly. 
     There are two alternate service plans proposed and two alternate vehicle modes 
proposed - Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU) and Electric Light Rail Vehicle (LRT).  See 
page 8 for more information on vehicle alternatives. 
     The Borough has developed a communication plan to provide information to 
Tenafly residents about the project and alternatives and to initiate a community     
dialogue in order to assess the impact of the proposed project on our community and 
obtain feedback from residents.  The information provided in this issue of the       
Borough Newsletter is the first step of our communication plan, which will include  a 
series of informational meetings and a town wide meeting to discuss the project.   
During our community outreach phase of the communication plan, we hope to obtain 
a sense from Tenafly residents regarding the proposal to restore passenger rail service 

to our community.  Residents should 
submit their written comments to 
the Mayor and Council, or via email 
to boroughnewsletter@tenafly.net.  
Additionally, residents may register 
to receive periodic notifications 
about future meetings on this topic using the “Join Our Mailing List” feature on 
the Borough’s Home Page at www.tenaflynj.org. 
     The NJ Transit plans include two station sites in Tenafly that are shown on the 
map on page 6.  The Borough’s consultants are assisting the Tenafly Transportation 
Committee to evaluate the impact of the two station locations.  The consultant will 
evaluate the sites proposed by NJ Transit as well as alternate station sites, if any. 

Learn More Inside 
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     The Mayor and Council adopted an ordinance creating a Special Improvement District, also known as 
a Business Improvement District, after a public hearing on November 25, 2008. 
     One of the goals of the new BID is to create “an economically healthy and sustainable commercial 
district offering the community a greater diversity of businesses, a more enjoyable shopping experience 
and an appealing town center experience,”  stated Council President Michael Lattif after the vote. 
     The ordinance creates a District Management Corporation to administer the Tenafly Business Im-
provement District and to act as an advisory board to the Mayor and Council.  Anyone interested in serv-
ing on the board should submit a letter of interest and resume to the Borough Clerk.  The Mayor and 
Council will consider applicants for appointment to the board in the next few weeks.  
     The board of the non-profit corporation shall consist of nine members: one elected official of the Bor-
ough Council appointed annually by the Borough Council; two additional members appointed annually by 
the Borough Council; three members who are retail business operators who rent the property in which the 
business operates; two members who are retail business operators and also own the property in which the 
business operates; and one additional member who resides and owns real property within the Borough and 
who shall not be an owner of any of the properties affected by the ordinance. 
     After the appointment of the District Management Corporation, its members will convene to develop a 
detailed operating budget, which must be approved by the Mayor and Council. The budget shall include a 
summary of the categories of cost and funding sources including the amount of the costs to be charged 
and assessed against the affected properties; the amount of costs, if any, to be specially taxed against the 
affected properties; and the amount of such costs, if any, to be charged against the general funds of the 
Borough. The budget shall be introduced, advertised and adopted by the Mayor and Council after a public 
hearing. 
     The district created by the ordinance will include all of the commercial, industrial and commercial-
residential properties within the Borough.  After the budget has been adopted, a special assessment will be 
imposed and collected from the affected properties by the Borough. 
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Borough Hall 
Holiday Closings 

 
 

President’s Day 
February 16, 2009 
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April 10, 2009 
 

Memorial Day 
May 25, 2009 
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September 7, 2009 
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November 11, 2009 

 
Thanksgiving Day 

November 26, 2009 
 

Day After  
Thanksgiving 

November 27, 2009 
 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2009 

 
Christmas Day 

December 25, 2009 
 

New Year’s Eve 
December 31, 2009 

 
New Year’s Day 
January 1, 2010 
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From the Desk of the Mayor... 
     Tenafly faces numerous challenges in 2009.  This Newsletter spotlights the possibility of the restora-
tion of passenger rail service on the railroad which passes through the center of Tenafly.  Passenger rail 
service would bring with it many benefits and problems which would need to be addressed so that the 
impact of rail service would not create issues for our residents and business owners.  Your elected offi-
cials need to know what our residents are thinking in terms of whether or not the restoration of passenger 
rail service should be encouraged.  Issues such as traffic flow, parking, and noise need to be evaluated and 
addressed.  We encourage residents to participate in the process laid out in this Newsletter.  Now is the 
time to be heard!   
     Many residents have shown an interest in the “Mayor’s Snow Shoveling Program for Seniors”.  At this 
time we need additional volunteers to help with the shoveling.  It is a great form of exercise and a won-
derful example of community service.  Many of our residents are willing to pay to have their driveways 
and walks cleared but are unable to find anyone to hire.  Potential volunteers and contractors looking for 
snow removal work are asked to contact the Mayor’s office at 201-568-6100 x 5535. 

Peter S. Rustin, Mayor 
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Borough Awards New 5-Year Garbage Collection Contract 

      The Mayor and Council have awarded a new five-year contract to Waste Industries, LLC of Elizabeth, 
NJ to continue the existing rear-yard garbage collection service.  The new contract began January 2, 2009 
and will save the Borough $284,400 over the five-year term of the contract compared to the previous con-
tract that expired December 31, 2008 with Waste Management of New Jersey.  

     The Borough received nine bids for a new garbage collection contract on September 25, 2008.  The bid 
specifications sought bid prices for six collection options, a special collection option, and a price for dis-
posal of solid waste. Each bidder was asked to provide bid prices for contract terms of one, two, three and 
five years. The bid specifications asked each bidder to submit bid prices for curbside and rear-yard      
garbage collection in order to obtain comparison figures for the Mayor and Council to consider prior to 
making a determination on the contract term and collection service. 
     After considering the various collection options and contract terms, the governing body decided to 
accept the bid submitted by Waste Industries, LLC, the lowest responsible bidder for the rear-yard collec-
tion option for a five-year term.  Although the Borough could have realized a much larger budget savings 
by changing from rear yard collection to curbside collection, it was decided to maintain the existing rear 
yard collection service. 

     The new contract in-
cludes a special collection 
option for the collection by 
appointment of household 
furnishings such as refrig-
erators, clothes washers and 
dryers, hot water heaters, 
mattresses, window air con-
ditioners and sofas. Resi-
dents may call Waste Indus-
tries, LLC at 201-567-3100 

to arrange for the collection of these items. Residents must bring the items to the curb and must pay the 
contractor directly for this service. The fee per item is $50.00.   
     Residents may also dispose of these items at no cost by bringing the items to the Tenafly Recycling 
and Convenience Center located at 153 Grove Street. A decal issued by the Borough is required to use the 
recycling and convenience center. Residents may apply for a decal during normal business hours at the 
Office of the Borough Clerk located in Borough Hall.  There is no cost for the decal.  

MUNICIPAL 
DIRECTORY 

 

POLICE, FIRE  
AMBULANCE 

EMERGENCIES 
9-1-1 

 
Police Department 

Non-Emergency 
201-568-5100 

 

Borough Hall 
100 Riveredge Road 

 
 
Main   201-568-6100 
 
Mayor                 Ext. 5535 
 
Administrator       Ext. 5502 
 
Assessor              Ext. 5531 
 
Clerk’s Office        Ext. 5544 
 
Code Enforcement 
             Ext. 5508 
 
Construction Office 
             Ext. 5505 
 
Fire Prevention     Ext. 5566 
 
Health Office        Ext. 5511 
 
Library Main Desk  Ext 5579 
 
Planning Board     Ext. 5501 
 
Recreation           Ext. 5515 
 
Tax Office            Ext. 5533 
 
Violation Bureau   Ext. 5540 
 
Zoning Board       Ext. 5454 

 

 
Public Works 

107 Grove Street 
201-568-4134 

 
Recycling Center 
153 Grove Street 

201-541-7325 
 

Senior Citizens Center 
20 South Summit Street 

201-569-2159 
 

Youth Center 
100 Riveredge Road 

201-567-7579 
 

Recreation Office 
100 Riveredge Road 

201-871-3008 
 

Tenafly Public Library 
100 Riveredge Road 

201-568-8680 
 

Garbage Collection Holidays 
Garbage will not be collected on the following legal holidays: 

 New Year’s Day  Labor Day 
 Memorial Day   Thanksgiving Day 
 Independence Day  Christmas Day 

Collections missed on these holidays will be made up on the next 
regular scheduled collection day. 

Missed Collections 

Call Waste Industries at 201-567-3100 

Bergen County Utilities Authority 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

Sunday, April 5th 
Bergen Community College 

400 Paramus Road 
9:00 a.m.—3 :00 p.m. 

Free of charge for Bergen County residents. I.D. required. For further information including 
directions and acceptable materials, call the Environmental Hotline at 201-807-5825,  

or visit the website at www.bcua.org.  
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Decals Required for Use of Recycling Center 
     Tenafly residents wishing to use the Recycling & Convenience Center located at 153 Grove Street must have a decal issued by 
the Borough displayed on their vehicle.  Vehicles without decals will not be permitted to use the facility.   Residents may apply for 
a decal at the Office of the Borough Clerk in Borough Hall during normal business hours upon submitting proof of the following: 

1.  A current driver’s license showing the Tenafly address of the applicant (in the case of new residents, a copy of the executed deed) 
and 
2.  A current (non-commercial) vehicle registration with non-commercial license plates applicable to passenger vehicles, passenger 
vans and pickup trucks whose purposes are not for commercial use. 
     Upon the satisfaction of the proof of requirements, the Office of the Borough Clerk 
will authorize the issuance of a decal by the Department of Public Works.  The applicant 
may obtain a decal at the Recycling Center any time during regular Center hours by 
showing the attendant the approval issued by the Borough Clerk’s office.  The attendant 
will place the decal on the inside of the right rear window of the applicant’s vehicle.  
There is no cost for the decal  The decal must be placed on your vehicle or you will not 
be allowed to use the Recycling & Convenience Center.   
    The Borough began issuing new decals imprinted with the logo T.R.C.C. and a serial number.  The old decals are still valid.   
However, residents wishing to replace the old decal with the new T.R.C.C. decal may apply for a new decal at the Office of the   
Borough Clerk, following the above procedure. 

Recycling Center Closings 
President’s Day 

Monday, February 16, 2009 
 

Easter 
Sunday, April 12, 2009 

 

Recycling Collection 
There will be no recycling collected  

on Friday, April 10, 2009. 

Tenafly Education Foundation Announces Scholarship Program 
     The Tenafly Educational Foundation has announced the debut of a TEF special scholarship program to recognize community ser-
vice performed by Tenafly High School students.   
Administered in conjunction with the Tenafly Public Schools, the Scholarship Program will award three community service-minded 

Tenafly High School students with $1,000, $500 and $250 awards pre-
sented at the Tenafly 5K Run and Dog Walk on June 7, 2009.       
     Students interested in volunteering can pick up an application and a list 
of recognized organizations at any Tenafly public school office or print 

out an application form from the TEF website http://www.tenafly.net/tef -- click on “Spotlight.”   
     Community organizations wishing to be included on the preferred organization list should contact Douglas Halman at: 
dlhkmh3@aol.com.  TEF plans to expand the scholarship program to Tenafly’s Middle School and four elementary schools in the 
near future.  The deadline for students to apply for TEF Scholarship consideration is April 30, 2009. 
     The Tenafly Educational Foundation (TEF) is a community based, non-profit 501c3 organization, established in 1984 to fund 
programs and projects that promote creativity, and enhance academic experiences in the Tenafly Public Schools.   

Promoting a Healthier Community 
     Do you need help with health information?  If you find things confusing at times, you’re not alone.  Asking questions helps you 
understand how to get healthy.  Ask your Public Health Nurse how to get started.  The Tenafly Board of Health, in conjunction with 
The Health Awareness Regional Program of Hackensack University Medical Center, offers adult health consultations.  The health 
consultations focus on preventing and managing high blood pressure, managing stress, weight control, and lifestyle changes.  Visit 
the Tenafly Health Department to learn about community and health resources. 
     The adult health consultations are held on the first and third Friday of the month at the Tenafly Health Department, 100 Riveredge 
Road, and the second Friday of the month at Tenafly House, 357 Tenafly Road, and the fourth Friday of the month at the Tenafly 
Senior Center, 20 South Summit Street.  Each program is held from   9 am-11 am.  No appointment is needed. 
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The Heart Truth 
     February 6, 2009, is National Wear Red Day–a day when Americans nationwide will take women's health to heart by wearing red 
to show their support for women's heart disease awareness.  The Heart Truth campaign is an opportunity for all to get the truth about 
heart disease and to learn how to minimize their risk.  The truth is that heart disease is the #1 killer of American women.  Women are 
not taking their risk factors seriously enough.  Important risk factors that you can do something about are:   
 

 High blood pressure  Being physically inactive 
 High blood cholesterol   Having a family history of early heart disease 
 Diabetes    Age (55 or older for women) 
 Smoking    Being overweight 

  

     Some of these risk factors you can’t change like having a family history and your age.  Keep in mind that there are many other 
risk factors that you can easily control like exercising more by simply taking a walk, cooking nutritional foods, and speaking to your 
doctor about maintaining a healthy weight.  Remember that each risk factor increases your chances of heart disease.  Maybe you 
think you’re safe because you just have one of these risk factors, but you’re wrong.  Talk with your doctor; he or she plays a crucial 
part in your health.  Ask your doctor to check your blood pressure, cholesterol (total, HDL, LDL, triglycerides), and blood glu-
cose.  Work with your doctor to improve any numbers that are not normal.  Please mark your calendars and join The Heart Truth.  
     For more information please log on to http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/hearttruth. 

Snow Removal Regulations 
     The Borough’s snow removal regulations require property owners and/or tenants to clear snow from sidewalks within twelve (12) 
hours of daylight after the snow has stopped.  If snow or ice are so frozen to the sidewalks as to make complete removal impractical, 
the property owner or tenant must cover the ice or snow with sand or salt.   
     If a fire hydrant is located in front of your property, you must remove the snow and ice from around the hy-
drant within twenty-four (24) hours in residential districts and within eight (8) hours within business districts.  
You can help to protect your home or business in case of an emergency by keeping the hydrant clear of ice and 
snow. 
     Residents are asked to instruct private contractors who are engaged to plow their driveways not to push snow 
into the streets. The regulations prohibit the pushing or throwing of snow into the street. It is unlawful for any 
owner, tenant, or private contractors to throw, place or deposit snow or ice that has accumulated on private 
property, including private driveways, upon streets within the Borough.  Violators of these regulations will be 
subject to issuance of a summons and possible fine. 

Please keep clear  
of snow and  ice 

ADA Committee Chairman Honored 
     ADA Committee Chairman Andrew Pecorella has been recognized as one of Bergen 
County’s Volunteers of the Year.  Under his leadership since 2005, the Tenafly ADA 
Committee has been instrumental in recommending ADA compliant parking in lots 
throughout town,  addressing accessibility issues at polling locations and identifying 
physical barriers in Tenafly’s parks.  Andrew is also a member of the Bergen Regional 
Advocacy Network for which he has initiated sensitivity awareness training sessions in 
Tenafly and at Bergen Community College.  Residents interested in disabilities aware-
ness are welcome to attend an ADA Committee meeting, held the third Wednesday of 
each month. Pictured left to right are Bergen County Executive Dennis McNerney,  

ADA Chairman Andrew Pecorella and Councilman Patrick Rouse. 
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     The NJ Transit plan includes two stations in Tenafly shown as the Town Center Station and the Tenafly North Station on the 
above map. Go to www.tenaflynj.org to view an enlarged version of the map and other information.  In its current proposal, NJ 
Transit is not recommending Tenafly’s historic railroad station as one of the stations. The Town Center Station would be a drop-off 
station meaning that rail passengers would be driven to the station and dropped off.  The proposed location of this station is on 
Franklin Street between Clinton Avenue and the Tenafly Elks Lodge.  The Tenafly North Station would be located on Piermont 
Road between North Summit Street and Hudson Avenue. This site would include a surface parking lot for approximately 550 cars 
and NJ Transit would be required to acquire private property in this area for the parking lot.    
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     A decision on the type of vehicle has not been made yet. Two alternatives described below are under consideration.  The North-
ern Branch DMU Alternative would provide services to municipalities along the corridor between North Bergen and Tenafly to the 
Hudson River waterfront via a Hudson-Bergen Light Rail transfer station in North Bergen. Mobility would be improved to and from 
towns along the line, Midtown Manhattan via transfer at Weehawken, and Downtown Manhattan via transfer at Hoboken.  The Elec-

tric Light Rail Alternative 
would provide service to munici-
palities along the same corridor, 
linking to the Hudson River wa-
terfront via an extension of the 
Hudson-Bergen Light Rail sys-
tem. Mobility would be improved 
to and from the towns, Midtown 
Manhattan via transfer at Wee-
hawken and Downtown Manhat-
tan via transfer at Hoboken. This 
service will be time separated 

from the freight operations—passenger service would operate between 5:30 a.m. and 10:30 p.m. while freight service would operate 
between 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. Both alternatives will involve construction of new transportation infrastructure including stations 
and yards.  Refer to the map on page 6 for locations of noise impact areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two alternate vehicle modes are proposed for consideration: 

• Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU) - The DMU Alternative uses a self-propelled diesel-
powered vehicle that is approved for operation on tracks shared with freight trains. 
This alternative requires a transfer from the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail (HBLR) at 
North Bergen. The DMU can operate while freight trains are running on the same 
track. 

• Electric Light Rail Vehicle (LRT) - The LRT Alternative is an extension of Hudson-
Bergen Light Rail service, and uses a light rail vehicle to provide a one-seat ride to 
either Englewood or Tenafly from Tonnelle Avenue in North Bergen. The light rail 
vehicles are not approved for use while freight trains are running on the same track. 
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 Frequently Asked Questions 
What is the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process? 
The EIS process is mandated by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). NEPA regulations govern the environ-
mental review process for projects that may result in significant environmental impacts, to ensure that all significant issues are iden-
tified and the full range of alternatives and impacts of the proposed project are addressed. The EIS is part of a process that must be 
completed for a project to be eligible for federal capital funds. The EIS will identify significant environmental issues in the environ-
mental review process, including thorough consultation with federal, state and local agencies and from public input. 
When will the Draft Environmental Impact Statement be available for public review? Will the public have a chance to 
comment on it? 
NJ Transit anticipates that the DEIS will be released in mid-2009 and the public will be advised via newspaper advertisements, and 
the Tenafly website,  of the locations where the public may review copies of the DEIS.  Also, NJ Transit will conduct a public hear-
ing to obtain public input on the DEIS.  Check NJ Transit website for date, time and location of public hearing. 

What is the estimated cost of the Northern Branch Corridor Project? 
The cost of the project will depend on the Alternate selected in the EIS process and will be discussed in the EIS. 
What alternatives will the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Consider? 
The range of preliminary alternatives identified in the Scoping Document include: 
No Action Alternative 
Diesel Multiple Unit Alternative    Electric Light Rail Alternative 
Terminus at Hudson Avenue in Tenafly or   Terminus at Hudson Avenue in Tenafly or 
Terminus at Rt. 4 in Englewood    Terminus at Rt. 4 in Englewood 
 

What is the Northern Branch Corridor Project’s relationship to the Tunnel Project? 
The Tunnel project involves the expansion of  New York’s Penn Station, a two-track tunnel  under the Hudson River, and additional 
improvements that will allow NJ Transit to increase its rail capacity and improve service. A  connection of the Northern Branch Cor-
ridor line to the Tunnel will necessitate a separate environmental process as it will be a separate project in the future. 

How many times would I have to change trains to get to Manhattan? 
On a DMU service, a change to the Hudson Bergen Light Rail (HBLR) in North Bergen and a second change to either a ferry in 
Weehawken or PATH in Hoboken would be needed. A LRT system would eliminate the North Bergen transfer, but not the subse-
quent ferry or PATH connections. 

How many times would the train pass through Tenafly? 
Peak hour service on a DMU system would have 15-minute headways, which would be four trains per hour per direction. Off peak 
DMU service has 30-minute headways or two trains per hour per direction. On an LRT system, peak service has 12-minute head-
ways with five trains per hour per direction. Off peak LRT service has 24-minute headways or two trains per hour per direction. 

Tenafly is a small town. Why are two stations needed? 
The ridership model predicts as many as 2,300 daily passengers for the Tenafly North Station and 2,600 for the Tenafly Center Sta-
tion. These volumes reflect Tenafly’s strategic location as a potential end of the line and its existing bus routes. 

Who (which government agency) makes the final decision on the project? 
NJ Transit determines the modes and terminus which is carried forward into the Final EIS. The FTA will approve a Final EIS and 
issue a record of decision (ROD). The ROD memorializes the FTA’s satisfaction that the NEPA process has been successfully con-
ducted and details the conditions under which the project is approved. 

If this project is approved, when will construction start? 
After the ROD has been received, NJ Transit can begin Final Engineering, which could take as long as two years to complete.  How-
ever, some aspects of construction could start during that period, such as utility relocations. 

Where can I find more detailed information about this project? 
Go to the Borough’s Home Page at www.tenaflynj.org  or the NJ Transit website at www.northernbranchcorridor.com/ 

Visit us on the web:  www.tenaflynj.org 
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Glossary of Terms 
Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU): A self-propelled, diesel-powered passenger rail car. In 2002, the first DMU designed and         
approved by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) that meets the latest FRA standards to operate in mixed freight traffic 
was introduced by the Colorado Railcar Manufacturing Company. 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS): The draft version of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that        
documents the potential social, economic and environmental effects of a proposed project or action and alternatives to it. It is 
released to the public and agencies for review and comment. 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS): The report that is required by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, which 
documents the potential social, economic, and environmental effects of a proposed project or action, and alternatives to it.  

Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS):  The environmental document prepared following the close of the comment 
period for the Draft EIS (DEIS). The FEIS incorporates changes to the project analysis, and reflects pertinent agency and public 
comments on the DEIS. The FEIS, if not done previously, also identifies the alternative selected for the project. 

Headways:  Time between trains on the same route. 

Light Rail Transit (LRT): A self-propelled vehicle operated on predominantly reserved, but not necessarily grade-separated, 
rights-of-way. Compared to heavy (commuter) rail transit, LRT is characterized by smaller trains, shorter headways (time       
between trains on the same route), slower speeds, more frequent stops, and the possibility to operate in mixed traffic on surface 
streets. Light rail vehicles do not meet federal safety requirements to operate in mixed freight environments. Examples in New 
Jersey include the electric-powered Hudson-Bergen Light Rail (HBLR) and Newark Light Rail and the diesel-powered River 
Line between Trenton and Camden. 

Mitigation: Planning of project design and/or construction to avoid or overcome adverse impacts. 

Northern Branch: A lightly used freight rail line owned by CSX Transportation that runs through the Hudson and Bergen 
County communities of North Bergen, Fairview, Ridgefield, Palisades Park, Leonia, Englewood, Tenafly, Cresskill, Demarest, 
Closter, Norwood and Northvale. 

Northern Branch Corridor: The area through which the Northern Branch rail line traverses. The Corridor is a densely settled 
suburban environment that has not been served by passenger rail since the 1960s.  

Quiet Zone:  Rail crossings that have special controls (gates, lights and other supplementary safety measures) where the sound-
ing of train horns or other audible warning devices are not required when trains are crossing. The Federal Railroad Administra-
tion establishes crossing control requirements and Quiet Zone designations and has final jurisdiction over Quiet Zone applica-
tions. 

Scoping: A step in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process that provides an opportunity for members of the general 
public, stakeholders, and others to comment on the purpose and need of a proposed project/action, the types of alternatives to be 
considered, and to provide input on the issues and concerns that should be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment. 

Tenafly North Station:  As proposed by NJ Transit in the Scoping Document and in the DEIS, the Tenafly North Station would 
be located between the Tenafly Recycling Center on the west and Piermont Road on the east. 

Tenafly Town Center Station:  As proposed by NJ Transit in the Scoping Document and in the DEIS, the Tenafly Town Center 
Station would be located on the west side of Franklin Street and just south of West Clinton Avenue. 

Wayside:  A section of track, next to the main track, where a train can park or stand allowing another train to pass using the main 
track. 
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Foreign Policy Discussion Group 
     Since September of 2007, the Tenafly Library has sponsored a monthly discussion of Foreign Policy.  
Topics are usually chosen from Great Decisions, a yearly publication by the Foreign Policy Association of 
excellent reviews of timely subjects.  In 2008, these included among others, “Iraq-End Game” and 
“Russia & China.”  Discussions are held in the Friends Room of the Tenafly Library.  Recent articles on 
each monthly topic are available at the Reference Desk.  Those who prepare by reading the suggested 
articles (and others) will be able to contribute more to the discussion.  
     Meetings take place promptly at 8:00 p.m. on the first Monday of each month.  There is no permanent 
chairperson.  From 12 to 18 attend, but there is space for more.  Meetings last an hour officially, but dis-
cussions often continue among attendees as they leave.  
     Two wars, terrorism, America’s relations with international organizations and allies and rivals are im-
portant to all of us.  The better informed we are, the more influence we will have on decisions that mean, 
literally, life or death.  Join us.  Tenafly residents have priority, but all are welcome. 

Special Programs - Mark Your Calendar! 
Robert Frost / Lecture & Reading  Tuesday, February 24  2:00 p.m. 

     Tenafly poet and retired professor Dorothy Rudy will present “Robert Frost—Not Just a New England 
Poet,” a lecture and reading.  Frost was awarded the Pulitzer Prize four times. 
 

Japan / Slide Lecture    Wednesday, March 25  1:00 p.m. 
     Photographer Lorraine Matys will screen a slide show titled “Japan:  A Country of Treasures,” based 
on her third trip to that country in September 2008. 
 

Hackensack Riverkeeper  / Slide Lecture  Wednesday, April 8  2:00 p.m. 
     Hackensack Riverkeeper Bill Sheehan will present a slideshow virtual tour of the Hackensack River.  
The program will focus on the “Upper Watershed” which includes Tenafly and what can be done to    
protect water quality. 

Children’s Room 
Winter Storytimes— for children ages 3 to 5 will be offered Mondays at 6:00 p.m., Tuesdays at 11:00 
a.m. and Thursdays at 2:00 p.m.  

Read to Dogs—The popular Read to Dogs program, featuring some new dogs and some returning veter-
ans, will continue through the end of the school year 2009.    The program is open to all students from 
kindergarten through 5th grades.  Volunteer handlers and dogs will be in the Library from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. on Mondays and from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Thursdays.  Please call the Children’s Librarian at 201-
568-8680 to reserve time, or visit the Children’s Room blog @ http://tenaflylibrary.blogspot.com for 
further information. 

Mardi Gras Masks with Apple Annie for children ages 4 and older will be presented on Wednesday, 
February 18 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Reservations are required.  For more details about this, storytimes, 
and other programs, please visit the Children’s Room blog @ http://tenaflylibrary.blogspot.com. 

Display Case Highlights 
February—American History Month and Black History Month will be celebrated in historical newspa-
pers from the collection of Ben Levinsohn. 

March—Tea cups from the collection of Library employee Frances Parise will be on display. 

 

Exhibits 
 

February 
 

Drawings by 
Gail G. Slockett 

 

March & April 
 

Springtime Arrival 
Oils & Watercolors by 
Lidaenis Macrina 

Ferro 

 
Library 
Hours 

 
MONDAY          10 – 9 
TUESDAY         10 – 9 
WEDNESDAY    10 – 6 
THURSDAY       10 – 9 
FRIDAY            10 – 5 
SATURDAY       10 – 4 
SUNDAY          12 – 4 

Closed Sundays 
in August 

 
Library 

Holiday Closings 
 

Presidents’ Day 
Monday         Feb. 16 
 

Good Friday 
Friday            April 10 
 

Easter 
Sunday April 12 

 
Visit us 

on the web: 
 

http://tenafly.bccls.org 
 

http://www.tenaflynj.org 

 
Contact us 
by phone: 

201-568-8680 
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Special Events and New Programs at TSC 
For more info contact the Senior Center at 201-569-2159. 
 

     Canasta – When is the last time you played Canasta?  A new group has 
formed that meets on Thursday afternoons at 1:30 p.m.  Join us and stimulate 
your mind and add to your circle of friends. 
     Beginning Bridge – On Monday mornings, Alex Brook will be starting a 
new class for those who would like to learn to play bridge or are returning to 
the game and need to relearn the basics.  Alex has over 20 years of experience 
teaching bridge and is known for his skill and patience.  This new class begins 
in February. 
     Coffee & Conversation – “A Cure For Cabin Fever”  - Come to the Cen-
ter for coffee, friends and casual conversation about everything from world 
affairs to what’s happening down the block.  Meet your neighbors, make new 
friends, or just sit back and listen.  Whatever your pleasure, it will be our pleasure to count you in.  The group will meet every  
Thursday from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.  Make this a new venue for your first cup of Thursday morning coffee.  Bert Holtje will be our 
facilitator and the first meeting is scheduled for February 12.   Please call the Center if you are planning to join us. 
     Osteoporosis Exercise is one of our most popular classes.  It is a non-impact strength training workout using a variety of tools 
such as free weights and dyna-bands.  Registration for our next two-month series begins in March.  Please call the Center for more 
information. 
     Watercolor Class – Beginning February 10, the Center will be offering a series of Watercolor Classes open to beginners and 
continuing artists taught by Norma Berke.  Working from original subject matter, the class will emphasize the importance of per-
sonal style and explore a variety of painting, compositional and shading techniques. Please call for details on times, costs and sup-
plies. 
     Opera Presentation – February 12- 1:30 p.m.   There will be a special program with Lucine Amara, who has appeared in 33 
opera houses with 25 symphony orchestras throughout the United States, and Anthony Morss, Conductor, to educate the community 
about the uplifting benefits of music and in particular the grand opera.  Come to hear a brief  history of opera, meet the great diva 
and get her inside details of her encounter with the great tenors. 
     American History Through Biography  -  Abraham Lincoln    - Thursday, February 19 at 2:00 pm.  Marty Alboum, a long 
time student of history and lecturer in Bergen County Community College’s Life Long Learning Center, will speak on Abraham Lin-
coln.  Mr. Alboum will discuss the issues that were critical for the president and cover President Lincoln’s family background, in-
cluding personal stories that humanize him. 
     Ed Rand  – February 26 - 1:30 p.m.  Mr. Rand has just published his second book and has a third due to be released in June.  
He will come to the Center to talk to us about the craft and business of writing, the world of the author and how you, too, might get 
published.  In this informal session, he will help others to better organize, write and understand the path he began at 66. 
     Art History   -  We will visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art through slides of the artists’ lives, work style and creations the 
second Thursdays in March and April.  Join our group led by Artist and Art teacher, Dierdre Molloy.  Michelangelo, Sargent, Turner 
and Rubens will be some of the masters covered. Call the Center for details. 
     The Power of Positive Thinking: Beating Depression as We Age:  – On March 10 at 11:00 a.m., Dr. Indertreet Sachar, a    
geriatrics specialist,  will be coming to the Center from The Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Center’s Speakers Bureau.  Dr. 
Sachar will focus on common causes of depression associated with aging and give advice for staying positive as you age. 

Did You Know? 
     The Senior Center offers weekly rides to Shop Rite, tax assistance, travel opportunities and senior ID cards through the Borough.   

Travel with us!  Photo courtesy of Tenn Lu, taken 
on October 2008 trip to Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 
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     The Jellison House is unique to Tenafly in that it is one of the few surviving examples of the Italianate villa style of architecture 
in Bergen County.  Adding to this distinction is the fact that the building was designed by an important mid-19th century New York 
architect, Gamaliel King, best known as the architect who redesigned and oversaw the construction of Brooklyn City Hall in 1845-
1851.   

     For these and other reasons, the Jellison House qualifies for designation as a “Tenafly landmark”.   The house carries historic and 
aesthetic value for the Borough:  it represents the work of an important architect;  the known history of the house contributes to the 
understanding of Tenafly’s development as a suburban community; and the house is among Bergen County’s notable examples of 
Italianate domestic architecture (also represented by New York City’s brownstones) and is among the county’s few Italianate houses 
with towers.   
     The history of the Jellison House reflects the development of 
Tenafly as a railroad suburb.  In the early 1870’s, Brooklynites 
George and Sarah Snow King Jellison purchased land between 
Highwood and Hudson Avenues, in what was then known as 
Palisades Township, from the estate of Peter Huyler.  The 
Huylers are important players in the history of Tenafly as they 
were active real estate developers in the local area in the 19th 
century.    

     Sarah Jellison’s father was the prominent New York architect, 
Gamaliel King, and he designed the house for his daughter and 
her husband George B. Jellison, owner of a Brooklyn printing 
company, in the Italianate style that he frequently employed for 
domestic buildings.  The Tenafly house, with its distinctive tower 
and handsome cornice and bracketing, is similar to three earlier 
important homes King designed in Stonington, Connecticut. 
     The Jellison family was typical of the new residents of Tena-
fly’s growing railroad suburb.  The Northern Railroad line had 
arrived in 1859, opening up the Northern Valley of Bergen County to further settlement, and the area of Tenafly became a desirable 
place for city families looking for country property and cleaner air, especially following the close of the Civil War.   The Jellison 
family moved to Tenafly around 1868.   George Jellison, his wife, and his son William G. Jellison were active in local affairs in 
Tenafly, helping to found the Episcopal Church of the Atonement, where George served as Superintendent of the Sunday School.  
William Jellison served as Tenafly’s postmaster from 1889-1893, and in the 1880’s began publishing a Tenafly newspaper, The Re-
cord.   Later owners also figured prominently in the history of Tenafly: Harvey and Katherine Redfield Wadham owned the house 
from 1910-1962, helped found Grace Chapel in Tenafly and were active supporters of missionaries to China and Africa. 
     The property is currently owned by Karen and Michael Neus.  The Neuses implemented a major restoration of the exterior of the 
house from 2001-2003 and for their efforts, received a Bergen County Historic Preservation Commendation Award in 2007. 

Historic Designation Approved for Three Borough Homes 
     As reported in the last Borough Newsletter, three historic homes in Tenafly have been recommended for historic designation by 
the Historic Preservation Commission and the Tenafly Planning Board.  The Amend House at 60 Elm Street, the Anthony House at 
118 Highwood Avenue (profiled in previous newsletters), and the Jellison House at 330 Engle Street were approved for designation 
at the request of their individual owners and after research and verification by a Bergen County architectural historian.   On Decem-
ber 9, 2008, the Mayor and Council adopted Ordinance No. 08-28 designating the three homes as historic sites. 

A Profile Of The Jellison House, 330 Engle Street 
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Teen Summer Camp 2009 
     It’s hard to imagine, but summer is right around the corner.  The Tenafly Youth Center will be holding 
its Teen Summer Camp again this year; however, there are a few important changes for 2009: 
*  Teen Camp will be shortened to seven (7) weeks (it had previously been eight weeks) 
*  Teen Camp will include about twenty (20) trips; some of our trips include Six Flags Great Adventure, 
Mountain  
    Creek, Paintball and Laser-tag 
*  We would like all of our campers to register as soon as possible.  Early registration will begin on    
    February 1, 2009.   Registering early, you 
can save money by taking advantage of the 
discounted registration fees. 
     The best way to get information about   
Summer Camp is to stop by the Center or visit 
our website www.tenaflynj.org. 
     For those of you who don’t know by now, 
the Youth Center is FREE and any middle 
school or high school-aged resident of Tenafly 
may enjoy the luxuries of the facility without a 
membership card.  However, a membership 
card can be obtained at no cost!  For those 
members that have a card, they can utilize the 
computer room, video games, including     
Playstation 3, Xbox 360, and Nintendo Wii, 
and also any sports equipment!  All you have to 
do is come to the Center and check it out!!! 

Congratulations to Robin Zhang! 
The winner of our 1st annual Madden Tournament 

Recreation Department Awarded NFL Youth Football Grant 
     This past year over 200 agencies from parks and recreation, schools and athletic leagues applied for the 
2008 National Football League (NFL) Youth Football Fund Local Agency Grant.  After submitting a  
detailed report about its Junior Football program, Tenafly Recreation was awarded a grant in the amount 
of $2,000.  This is the third consecutive year the Recreation Department has been awarded funding toward 
the purchase of equipment and supplies for the Junior Football program.   

Kanka Foundation Teams Up With Recreation 
     The Megan Nicole Kanka Foundation is a New Jersey based non-profit organization whose mission is 
to ensure the safety of children.  A direct result of their past efforts is “Megan’s Law” signed into federal 
legislation by President Clinton in 1996. 
     Currently, the Kanka Foundation is helping New Jersey municipalities establish a criminal background 
check procedure for employees and volunteers.  The Tenafly Recreation Department has registered with 
the Kanka Foundation’s “Check Em’ Out” program in which funding will be set aside for the Borough to 
conduct background checks on employees and volunteers working with minors in any Borough sponsored 
youth program.  The program will go into effect in the Spring of 2009.  More information about the 
“Check Em’ Out” program can be found at www.megannicolekankafoundation.org.  

Youth Center 
Staff 

 

Director 
Mark Slawson 

 
Asst. to Director 
Mark Suberati Jr. 

 
Assistant 
Mike Bruno 

 
 

Youth Center 
Hours 

 

MONDAY           3 - 9 
TUESDAY          3 - 9 
WEDNESDAY      3 - 9 
THURSDAY        3 - 9 
FRIDAY            3 - 11 
SATURDAY       3 - 11 
SUNDAY             Closed 
 
 

Youth Center 
Contact 

Information 
 

Phone:     201-567-7579 
 

Web:  www.tenaflynj.org 
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     The Tenafly Recreation Department will be hosting Recky’s Winter Camp for children in grades K-5 
from Tuesday, February 17 through Thursday, February 19.  Camp will operate from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. daily.  Campers will enjoy games, crafts projects and will join us on trips to the Ice House skating 
rink and the arcade at Dave and Busters in Palisades Mall!  Registration is now being accepted.  To     
register, forms may be downloaded from the Borough website www.tenaflynj.org or picked up in the  
Recreation Office.  For more information please contact the Recreation Office at 201-871-3008. 

     The Tenafly Recreation Department is currently accepting applications for Counselor and Supervisor 
positions at Recky’s Summer Camp.  This year’s camp will run Monday through Friday for six weeks 
from June 29 through August 7.  Applicants must be able to commit to the full six week schedule.  In  
addition, counselor applicants must be a minimum 14 years of age and possess valid working papers.  
Supervisor applicants must be a minimum 18 years of age and be able to pass a criminal background 
check. 
     Applications are available in the Recreation Office and through the Borough website.  All applications 
must be received by the Recreation Office no later than Tuesday, March 31 at 4:30 p.m.  Interviews for 
positions will begin in April.  Hiring decisions will be made in May and early June. 

Recky’s Summer Camp Employment Applications Available 

     Registration for all Spring and Summer instructional programs and Recky’s Summer Camp, will begin 
on Saturday, March 7 at 9:00 a.m.  Residents will be able to register online through the Community Pass 
Online Registration system via the Borough website www.tenaflynj.org, or in person at the McCandless 
Room from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Registration for all spring programs will remain open through the 
online system for two weeks only.  Registration for summer programs will remain open online through 
the first week of June.  Don’t miss your favorite classes!  Please register early. 

Join the 2009 Girls Softball League 
Sign Up Today!  The registration deadline is Friday, March 13, 2009! 
    All girls currently in 2nd through 8th grade are eligible to 
register for the Tenafly Recreation Girls Softball League.  
The league has three divisions, Minors (2nd and 3rd grade), 
Juniors (4th and 5th grade) and Seniors (6th - 8th grade) in 
which girls will play with and against their friends.   Games 
are scheduled on weeknights and Saturdays for the Pee Wee 
and Junior Divisions, and on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays for the Senior Division.  The season runs from 
April through June.   
     To register, please log on to the Borough website 
www.tenaflynj.org and follow the link to Recreation’s 
Online Registration program.  Paper applications will also 
be available in the Recreation Office at Borough Hall.  

Winter Break Camp 

Spring and Summer Program Registration 

Softball players Michelle Roux and  
Felicia Silber showing their team sprit! 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

February 12 
Mother/Son 

Valentine’s Dance 
 

February 17-19 
Recky’s  

Winter Camp 
 

March 7 
Spring and Summer 
Program Registration 

 
April 11 

Annual Egg Hunt 
 
 
 

Commission 
Meetings 

 

Feb.  9        7:30 p.m. 
Mar.  9        7:30 p.m. 
Apr.  13       7:30 p.m. 
 

All meetings are held in 
the Conference Room at 

Borough Hall. 
 
 
 

Recreation Staff 
 

Recreation Director 
Anthony J. Favorito 

 
Asst. Rec. Director 

Tim Roetman 
 

Secretary 
Lisa Sherman 

 
Recreation Aide 

Carol Roux 
 

Site Supervisor 
Louis Smaragdakis 

 
 

Recreation Office 
 

Phone: 201-871-3008 
           201-871-3009 
Fax:     201-568-5567 



 

BOROUGH OF 
TENAFLY 

Mayor 
Peter Rustin 

 
Council Members 

Carol Hoernlein 
Nadia LaMastra 
Michael Lattif 

Joseph McDermott 
Patrick J. Rouse 

Jon Warms 
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     The Mayor and Council have taken steps to engage our community in a dialogue to help answer the ques-
tion: “Will Passenger Rail Service Return to Tenafly?” in order to assist the governing body make an in-
formed decision about this important project.  The governing body has adopted a Tenafly Rail Communica-
tion Plan to create a high level of awareness among residents of the possible restoration of rail service to our 
community. The first phase of this plan is the publication of a Special Section in this Newsletter about the NJ 
Transit Northern Branch Rail Project. The Special Section contains information about this project and its po-
tential impact on our community that has been provided to the Borough by NJ Transit. 
     The Mayor and Council are seeking input from residents on the NJ Transit proposal to restore passenger 
rail service to Tenafly. Our Communication Plan will include several components that are designed to pro-
vide information to residents and provide opportunities for input.  These components will include: 
 

 Special Section of the Borough Newsletter to provide initial information about the Northern 
 Branch Rail Project and obtain input.  Send comments to boroughnewsletter@tenafly.net.  
  

 Special passenger rail web page on the Borough website with links to NJ transit documents on the 
 project.  Go to www.tenaflynj.org and click on “Passenger Rail” on Home Page. 
 
 Presentations to community organizations. Community organizations wishing to arrange a         
 presentation at one of their monthly meetings may submit a request via email to              
 boroughnewsletter@tenafly.net.  
 

 A townwide meeting to provide an opportunity for residents to ask questions of invited NJ Transit 
 and other guests.  Meeting date and time will be scheduled after the release of the Draft Environ-
 mental Impact Statement. 
 

 Provide periodic updates to residents who have registered to receive emails about future meetings 
 and the status of the project. Residents may register by using the “Join Our Mailing List” feature 
 on the Borough’s Home Page at www.tenaflynj.org. 
 

     We hope residents will review the information about the Northern Branch Rail Project that appears on 
Page 1 of this Newsletter and the Special Section on pages 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.  
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